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What is the Swiss Water 

and Sanitation 

Consortium and what do 

we aim to achieve?

2011-2017

7 Countries

200 Blue Schools

Introduction
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Per the SDC factsheet, a Blue School has 4 components: 

• Sustainable access to safe drinking water

• Sustainable access to sanitation and hygiene

• A school garden as practical place to show relationships 

between food production and efficient water use

• A demonstrative place for watershed and land management 

practices, wherever it is suitable (optional)

What is a Blue School?

Water
Hygiene & 

Sanitation
School 

Gardening

Watershed/
Land management 

practices

A Blue School is not a new concept...
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Experience from the field – Nepal

‘WASH in Schools’ in 51 schools

Blue Schools introduced in-depth at 7 schools 

Components: 

- Water supply

- Sanitation & hygiene

- School garden

- Water management

Additional:

+ Solid waste

+ Menstrual hygiene mgmt.
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What worked well? 

1. Capacity Building of SMC, teachers and student clubs
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2. Registered child clubs lead activities with teacher support

What worked well? 
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3. Hygiene & Sanitation 

promotion and gardening 

performed as part of school 

curriculum

What worked well? 
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4. Waste converted into resources

What worked well? 



With support from

5. Successful implementation of MHM in schools 

What worked well? 
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Main challenges

 Moving from awareness raising to behavior change

 Ensuring adequate O&M of WASH infrastructures

 Topography, land and water availability can be limiting

 Lack of inspiration on how to deal with waste

 Lack of ideas and skills to introduce ‘good land and water 

practices’ and ‘environment’ technologies and activites

 Difficult to keep Blue Schools activities running after the end of 

the project
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Main lessons learned / needs
... From Swiss Red Cross and other teams

• Need to clarify:

– The purpose of a Blue School

– The components of a Blue School and its implementation 

– Standards/Indicators to define a Blue School

• Need for:

– More inspiration on activities linked to environment 

– Common support materials

– A road map advising on how to ensure stakeholders’ 

ownership and enact mechanisms to sustain Blue Schools.

 Rationale to develop the Blue Schools Kit
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• Focus on the learning 

experience           

‘Learning by doing’ 

• Aims to inspire!           

not to impose 

• Not prescriptive 

• Generic enough for 

different contexts

Principles of the Blue Schools Kit
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Blue School Topics

1. My Surrounding 

Environment

2. The Water Cycle

3. The Watershed 

around my School

4. My Drinking Water

5. Hygiene & Sanitation

6. Growth & Change

7. From Soil to Food

8. From Waste to Resources
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• Offers a healthy learning environment

• Exposes students to environmentally-friendly technologies and 
learning  Good land, water & waste management

• Fosters practical exercises to complement theoretical classes 
 Learning by doing

• Inspires students to be change agents in their communities  
 To build the next generation of water & environment champions

A revised definition of a Blue School...
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Thanks a lot to all the agencies that supported us! 

Finally, we are launching it today!
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For whom?

Education, local authorities

and school stakeholders, teachers 

What?

The Blue Schools Kit contains: 

• A Concept Brief

• A Catalogue of Technologies

• A Catalogue of Practical Exercises

• A Facilitator’s Guide

What’s in a Blue Schools Kit?

Why catalogues?

To enrich existing lesson plans, and help introduce new topics

Blue Schools Kit
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• Road map for implementation

• Recommended standards, 

indicators & factors for

success

1. Concept Brief

Blue Schools Kit
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3 The Watershed 

around my School

3.1    Planted Hedgerows 

3.2    Stone Bunds

3.4    Gully Control

3.6    Subsurface Dam

3.8    Contour Trenches  

& Swales

(10 Total)

5 Hygiene & Sanitation

5.1   Tippy Tap Hand 

Washing Station

5.5   Soap Making

5.7   Twin Pits Pour Flush

(9 Total)

8 From Waste to 

Resources

8.1   Composting

8.4   Anaerobic digestion

8.5   Burying waste

(6 Total)

2. Catalogue of Technologies (67 total)

7 From Soil to Food

7.2   Drip Irrigation

7.12  Permaculture

7.16 Agroforestry

(17 Total)

6 Growth & Change

6.1   Cloth Menstrual Pads

6.2   Menstrual Cups

6.3   Dedicated Latrines 

& Clothes Washing

4 My Drinking Water

4.1    Rooftop Harvesting 

4.5    Rainwater Tank 

4.10  Water Source 

Protection

4.14  Hand Pump

4.19  Ceramic Water Filter

(22 Total)

Blue Schools Kit
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2. Example: Keyhole Garden

Blue Schools Kit
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3 The Watershed around my School

3.1    What is a watershed? -Discussion

3.2    Crumpled paper watershed -Experiment

3.3    Picturing my watershed -Creative activity

(4 Total!)

3. Catalogue of Practical Exercises (73)

1 My Surrounding Environment

1.1    Transect Walk -Outdoor Activity

1.2    Mapping -Participatory Activity

1.3    Modeling -Participatory Activity

2 The Water Cycle

2.1    What is the Water Cycle? -Discussion

2.5    Comic Strip -Creative Activity

2.8    Evaporation in a Jar -Experiment

(14 Total!)

4 My Drinking Water

4.1   Clear water ≠ clean water -Experiment

4.2 Safe storage/transportation -Discussion 

4.6    Water quality testing -Experiment

(8 Total!)

Blue Schools Kit
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3. Example: Evaporation in a jar

Blue Schools Kit
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3. Catalogue of Practical Exercises (Continued)

5 Hygiene & Sanitation

5.2    Germ Transfer-Game

5.6    Eco Sanitation Puzzle -Game

5.13   Handwashing Routine –Discussion

(15 Total!)

6 Growth & Change

6.5    Knock down the myth –Game

6.6 As we grow up -Discussion

6.8    Reusable Pad Making –Participatory 

(10 Total!)

7 From Soil to Food

7.2    Soil Erosion -Experiment

7.2    Soil Shaking -Experiment

7.5    Decomposition Column- Experiment

(10 Total!)

8 From Waste to Resources

8.1   Waste collection day  -Outdoor activity

8.4 Waste degradation rate -Discussion 

8.6    Waste assessment -Experiment

(9 Total!)

Includes: Background technical information for each topic to support 
discussions and full list of references with hyperlinks

Blue Schools Kit
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4. Facilitator’s Guide

Blue Schools Kit
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www.waterconsortium.ch/blueschool/

Download the entire Kit on the Swiss Water & Sanitation

Consortium Website in English, Français and Espagnol

To your Mentimeters!!!

Thank you!
Blue Schools Kit

http://www.waterconsortium.ch/blueschool/

